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Can we Raise GOI,0UG ? 


“ We are of opinion, that at least the sum of $100,000 should be raised in 
- the ensuing year, for the Domestic Missions of the Church, and it can be done, 
and more, uf the Church will but do its duty. We are persuaded that 1,000 
persons, or parishes, can be found to contribute $100 toward this fund.” 
ComMMITTEH ON THE Report oF THE DoMESTIC COMMITTEE. 


Uow many Parishes will vet Contribute ? 


Tue year is fast wearing away, and yet many parishes 
from which we always hear have not sent in their annual 
contribution. We have heard this year from not a few which 
have not contributed before, which led us to hope that there 
would be a large increase of contributing parishes this year, 
as well as a gratifying advance upon the amount of our con- 
tributions. 

We have made some progress, and are grateful for the 
tokens of interest we have had from both parishes and indi- 
viduals. In many cases they have been so kind and liberal, 
and accompanied by expressions of such hearty interest, as 
have keen truly cheering. We have had promises from other 
quarters, and are induced to hope that not a few are only 
waiting to show their interest by liberal contributions. 


1 
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The present year was ushered in by the warm and cheering 
scenes of the General Convention and the Board of Missions. 
We have had from several individuals spontaneous gifts of 
100 since the year commenced. One of these has come in 
during the present month from a zealous member of the Board 
of Missions. Now, how shall the end we seek be reached ? 
By able and liberal individuals sending in their willing contri- 
butions. By every parish which is able, determining to come 
_as near as possible, if not up to, or beyond the measure of 
$100. By other parishes doing what they can, in all sums, 
large or small, to show their interest, and help the cause. 
We call then, once more, on all the clergy and parishes which 
have not yet contributed, promptly and soon to take a collec- 
tion for our domestic missions. We are especially desirous 
that this year should be a good year, to justify the spirit and 
expectations of the late meeting of the General Convention, 
and of the Board; to meet the enlarging wants of our grow- 
ing field; to save from disappointment and suffering our Mis- 
sionary Bishops, and other faithful laborers, to whom the faith 
of the Church is pledged ; and to show, before the Church and 
the world, that there is among us a true, warm-hearted mis- 
sionary spirit, which acts upon the inspired rule, ‘* As we have, 
therefore, opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are of the household of faith.” 

We call, then, on the parishes, to rally, one and all. We 
put it to the hearts and consciences of the ministers, and 
members of the Church, whether or not our causa shall be 
sustained, and shall go on and prosper. By all its high and 
holy interests ; by all its past history, and blessed fruits; by 
all its favored opportunities and cheering prospects ; by all the 
claims and wants of those whom it is set to help-—we ask you 
to rally for our cause, and send in your timely and liberal aid, 
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Bishop Lap at Fort Smith. 


Tue Missionary Bishop writes, that after seven weeks of 
hard struggling, he has at last reached his new home, leay- 
ing many of his effects upon the road. Weary, worn, and 
sick, he was there settling his family in their new abode, and 
encountering already a heavy correspondence. ‘I'he hearts and 
prayers of many will follow the Bishop to the distant border 
where he has pitched his tent, and in all his future journeys 
and labors. We are confident that the justice of the Church, 
as well as its Missionary interest and sympathy, will not 
desert her Missionary Bishops and other laborers, whom she 
has called and sent forth to do the Master’s work, and extend 
His gospel and kingdom in the wilderness. ‘The special fund 
already contributed for the Southwest and Bishop Lay (which 
is acknowledged in this number), shows the strong hold which 
his mission has upon many warm hearts and liberal hands. 
This interest, we trust, will not be less, but rather growing 
and deepening, in its real sympathy and substantial fruits. 
We here give a statement of what has been received : may it 


be richly blessed. 


In the present number, Bishop Lay acknowledges contri- 
Lutionsstoviberantoumblotaay. 6s esse. vee cree “syne $3,644 83 
[The above embraces what was handed to Bishop Lay 
and to his agents, Mr. Sass in Charleston, and Mr. 
Wyman in Baltimore. ] 
Amount heretofore received at the office in New-York, 


NY ocicners OF omc ng GO UEING AC HONGO’ SNS Och TUE ou 1,230 65 
Contributed also, by individuals, to Bishop Lay’s private 
SCLIN Me hes Rime cronere okt og iO doe Rhicte lone Sasvonsne’ele 540 00 


So the $10,000 is not gate made up. 
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Missouri. 
St. Joseph—W. R. Pickman. 


Arter the closing of the Diocesan Convention of Missouri, which met a 
St. Paul’s Church, St. Louis, on the 25th of May, I came to Salem to visit 
my parents, and expect to be here until July. In the meantime, my place 
is supplied at St. Joseph by the Rev. Mr. Ryan, of Elwood, K. T. 

You will be pleased to hear that, by the blessing of the good God, our 
work at St. Joseph still prospers. A large and devout congregation is fill- 
ing the church to its capacity, and it will not be long before another and 
larger building will be required ; in fact, I know that we are losing mem- 
bers from want of accommodation. We would attempt building this year 
but do not deem it expedient. During the past year we have done more 
than we were well able ; we have built a very comfortable parsonage, 
which has also been partly furnished by the parish. The church is free 
from debt, with the exception of $250; this is assumed by the Vestry, 
and so arranged as to leave no encumbrance upon the church. 


Minnesota. 
Crow Wing—Rev. E. 8. Peake. 


Since sending last report J have officiated every Lord’s Day, dividing 
the time equally between Little Falls, Crow Wing, and St. Columba— 
with the exception of last Sunday, when, being absent at Convention, I 
assisted in the services at Minneapolis, preaching in the afternoon. At 
«St. Columba two adults and one infant have been baptized ; at Little Falls 
two infants have been baptized ; at Crow Wing one infant has been bap- 
tized. 

The corner-stone of the Chapel of the Holy Cross was laid at Crow 
Wing on Ascension Day, by the Rey. E. G. Gear, now Chaplain U.S. A. 
at Fort Ripley. Morning prayer and holy communion were celebrated; 
and a most instructive and interesting sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Gear upon the occasion. 

On the first Sunday after Trinity ue service of the Church was cele 
brated by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Anderson, Lord Bishop of Rupert’s Land- 
your missionary being absent at Little Falls. Bishop Anderson came, 
through on horseback, in ten days and a half, en route for James’ Bay, via 
Sault | Ste. Marie. 


The frame of our chapel is now erected, and it will soon be enclosed. 
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The people of the vicinity have contributed much of the material, and the 
labor -is being done by a young carpenter, who was baptized in Prince 
Edward’s Island. Many thanks to those who have aided us in our work, 
especially our friends of the Holy Innocents, New-York. 


Alabama. 
Carlowville—Rev. F. B. Lee. 


Tue Church maintains its ground at both stations, and there are acces- 
sions without losses, though they are neither large nor frequent. This fact, 
however, I am happy to say, applies more properly to the white congrega- 
tions. Among the colored people, who are ministered to three times a 
month, there is a greater religious interest manifested, and the increase in 
the number of attendants upon the services is very encouraging. The 
effort is made, as far as can be, and by degrees, to familiarize them with 
the liturgy, and portions of it can be readily repeated by many. This is 
the chief difficulty to be encountered in instructing this class of people, but 
when overcome, affords the strongest bond by which to hold them to the 
Church. 


Washington Territorp. 
Fort Vancouver—Rev. J. McCarty, D. D. 


I am happy to be able to report that the alterations and improvements 
in the buildings, which I mentioned in my last communication we had 
purchased for the worship of our congregation in the village, have been 
nearly completed, and the house will be ready for consecration in a few 
weeks. ‘To have succeeded, at so early a day, in obtaining such a neat 
and commodious place of worship, on a valuable lot of land, and one suffi- 
ciently large for both the church and parsonage, is cause of encouragement 
to the congregation, and of thankfulness to God. Although the fencing of 
the lot, the removal of the building, and the improvements in the same, 
have cost much more than we had anticipated, owing to the high price of 
mechanics’ wages (four and one half dollars per day), yet we have but a 
very small debt, which I believe will be paid off in a short time. 

I am still more gratified to be able to say the congreation has greatly in- 
creased during the last three months ; and, I have reason to believe, some 
few at least are becoming more interested in the concerns of their spiritual 
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state, as well as more attached to our Chureh. And now, after having 
long persisted, under great discouragements, in my efforts to build up a 
congregation in the village, I have the happiness of seeing the first fruits 
of my labor there, not fly in the increasing and more regular attendance 
of the congregation, but in indications of their becoming personally more 
religious ; for which our thanks are due to Him “who giveth the in- 
crease.” 

As the superintendence of the work on our chur¢h building, and raising 
the funds to pay for the same, has fallen mainly on me, as well as on ac- 
count of the increased importance of the congregation in the village of 
Vancouver, I have been absent, in the discharge of missionary duty else- 
where, much less than usual. I have devoted a Sunday to Oregon City, 
another to Milwaukie ; the last month I spent a Sunday at the Dalles, 
giving the morning service to the garrison and the afternoon to the vil- 
lage. The growing importance of the Dalles requires that we have a mis- 
sionary there as soon as one can be procured. 

Ihave baptized one adult and four infants, performed two marriages, 
and attended several funerals. 


Zowa and Dacotah. 


Sioux City—Rev. M. Hoyt. 


Tue history of Sioux City dates back to the year 1856, when the first 
cabin was erected. During the years 1856 and ’57 its growth was very 
rapid ; its population amounted to from 1,600 to 2,000 souls, mostly young 
men. Speculation was rife—property arose to an almost incredible height. 
A young man, the possessor of four or five city lots, considered himself 
independently rich. In 1858, the pressure of the times began to be se- 
verely felt here, as they were all over the west ; the floating mass of popu- 
lation, which constituted a very large proportion of our inhabitants, were 
compelled to leave. Some have gone to the mines, some to Dacotah Ter- 
ritory, and many returned east. We now number about eight hundred 
souls. Our present population may be regarded as stable as that of any 
western town. . We are now looking forward to a steady, gradual, and 
healthy growth. 

Sioux City is almost on a line west of Dubuque; it is the terminus of 
the Dubuque and Pacific Railroad. There are nearly one hundred miles 
of this road completed, and the company are pushing it forward to com- 
pletion. So soon as the road is completed to Fort Dodge we shall benefit 
by it. Sioux City has a larger back country to sustain it than any town 
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on the Missouri river north and west of St. Louis. N. W. Iowa, N. E. 
Nebraska, and all of Dacotah Territory, must make this the point for the 
transhipment of all goods and produce. When the country about becomes 
settled its growth must be rapid. A few years will rank Sioux City at 
least among the first of the second class cities of the west. 

I came to Sioux City in the fall of 1858 ; I was then suffering much from 
bronchial affection ; I was also compelled to be absent some months. I 
returned here last August, from which time may be dated the establish- 
ment of the Church. Since that time I have officiated every Lord’s Day, 
without, I believe, a single intermission, except when absent in Dacotah 
on a missionary tour. This place was made a missionary station Janu- 
ary Ist, 1860, and I became a missionary of your Board. 

On my arrival here I found three female communicants and three Church 
families ; of these two of each have left. We now number ten communi- 
cants, and from ten to twelve communicants may be considered of us. A 
class for confirmation is now awaiting the coming of our Bishop. My 
present services on the Lord’s Day are the morning and evening services, 
with sermons ; at three o’clock in the afternoon a lecture on confirmation, 
using some of the collects and reading a portion of Scripture. On Friday 
evening of each week I have service, generally reading portions from ‘‘ The 
Spirit of Missions,’ or Church papers bearing on the subject. The great 
design of this evening service is to imbue the minds of my communicants 
with the missionary spirit—to bring facts before them, to enlist their in- 
terest. Weare now devoting all our efforts toward the erection of a church, 
which is our great want. JI intend, however, before the close of the cur- 
rent year, to present the subject of Missions before my people, and I feel 
no hesitancy in saying that the collection will amount to at least one dol- 
lar for each communicant. 

. Our church building is in progress ; its cost will be about $1,800. We 
raise here two city lots and upward of $1,000. Kind friends, perhaps I 
might say personal friends, have sent me between two and three hundred 
dollars to assist us. 

I have addressed letters to some of the leading clergy of our Church, 
asking assistance, and circulars to some two hundred of my brethren, ask- 
ing from one to five dollars, as their means will permit. What will be the 
result of the appeal I know not ; some few have responded favorably, and 
their words of encouragement have cheered me on my way. That the 
work will be carried on to completion I am confident, for the cause is the 
Lord’s. Could brethren at the east realize the absolute necessity of church 
buildings to the gathering of congregations, they would not wonder that 
clergymen, for the sake of Zion, and the establishment thereof, endure the 
reproach, and that willingly, of being called Church mendicants. 
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Sioux City—Rev. M. Hoyt. 


I received, some time in April, your letter, notifying me of my appoint- 
ment as an itinerant missionary for Dacotah Territory, in connection with 
my mission here. I had just returned from a missionary tour up the Mis- 
souri, as far as Fort Randall, 140 miles from Sioux City. 

The Indian title to the land in the territory was extinguished last sum- 
mer, and the country opened for settlement too late in the year for much 
emigration. This present season there is considerable emigration, but not 
as large, I think, as was anticipated. The gold excitement has directed 
public attention in another direction. As far as I can learn, the princi- 
pal amount of emigration has come from Minnesota and Iowa. There may 
beat present one hundred and twenty-five families in the territory, and 
perhaps as many young men, who have made claims. The most promi- 
nent points are Yancton, Bonhomme, and Vermillion. Yancton I look 
uponas the most prominent point ; it is situated on the Missouri, sixty- 
five miles from Sioux City. It is one of the most beautiful sites for a city 
I ever beheld ; it is surrounded by a rich and fertile back country. Ver- 
_ million, also on the Missouri, thirty-five miles west, is a prominent point ; 
it has, in fact, some advantages over Yancton. At both of these points I 
have the promise of lots for church and parsonage. 

Bonhomme i have not been able to visit, it lying off from the stage route. 
There is a settlement there of some sixty ; it is highly spoken of. So soon 
as I have seen Bishop Talbot, and determined on the course I am to adopt, 
I purpose to take this settlement in my district. 

My present impression is, that the best way to serve the Church and the 
cause of Christ, is to adopt the colporteur system, visit from house to house, 
distribute bibles, prayer, and other religious books, and say a word for 
Jesus—holding public services wherever we can collect together two or 
three families. I know of no other way by which the Gospel can be brought 
to bear upon two thirds of the people ; they are so far separate, one from 
the other, you cannot, on a week-day, collect them for public worship. 

Had I a library of from one to two hundred volumes, which I could use 
as a circulating library, [ think I could accomplish much. They need to 
be books of a practical character. I could lend each family a book,as I 
made my first visit, could call and get it on my next, and leave another. 
The books would be read, and the context would afford a good text from 
which to preach Christ and Him crucified. Should this plan meet your 
approval, cannot some way be devised by which such a library can be se- 
cured? I purpose to select from my own library what works I have suit- 
able, and apply them to this use. I have bibles and testaments sufficient 


or the present year; I need prayer-books ; 1 ought to have at least one 
hundred for this region, 
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In regard to the present spiritual condition of this field, you can form 
some opinion when I state that a large proportion, for the last two or three 
years, have been living in Nebraska, opposite, waiting for the land in Da- 
cotah to be opened for settlement, and have not had an opportunity of at- 
tending a place of worship. 

I have not been able to hear of but six or seven members of any denomi- 
nation of Christians in the whole Missouri slope. The people attend wor- 
ship more to pass away an idle hour, or to hear ‘‘ what the parson has to 
say,’ than to worship God. Many are theoretically infidel ; they think it 
manly—a mark of independence—and they are independent; yet the 
power of the Gospel can reach them ; and for such Christ died, and to 
such the Gospel should be preached. 

I have thus given you a plain, unvarnished statement of facts. I have 
but just entered upon my work. I am waiting to see Bishop Talbot, to 
mature and perfect a plan of operations. In my next report I trust I 
shall be able to speak of progress. 


Ohio. 
Columbus—Rev. J. L. Grover. 


We have spent in our Sunday-school, for books, periodicals, and tracts, 
$75 ; repairing church edifice, about $300. Our congregations are hetter 
than at last report, and our Sunday-school about doubled. The prospects 
of the parish are regarded as decidedly encouraging. I am sure that the 
aid generously afforded by the Missionary Society is judiciously appropri- 
ated at this point. We will ultimately, and before a great while, have a 
self-sustaining parish, well trained in the peculiarities of the Church, ready 
and willing to aid in the great work of Church extension, at home and 
abroad. 


Texas. 
San Augustine—Rev. J. Owen. 


I am happy to say that our parishes have been recently favored with 
the primary visitation of our esteemed Diocesan. On Whit-Sunday he con- 
secrated to the service of God the church at Nacogdoches, in the morning, 
and administered the holy communion ; in the afternoon he confirmed five 
persons, and at night helda third service—on which occasion the Rev. Mr. 
Quinby preached, and the Bishop delivered an impressive address on the 
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subject of Missions. On the following day he travelled thirty-three miles 
on his way to San Augustine, where he arrived the following morning, and 
officiated in the Methodist church, preaching, and confirming three per- 
sons. Another service was held at night, an adult was baptized, the 
Bishop preached again, and confirmed two persons, after which a collec- 
tion was made for Diocesan Missions. ; 

This visitation of our Bishop made a very favorable impression every- 
where, and was felt to be a manifest blessing to these long-neglected par- 
ishes. It was a matter of deep regret to all, that the once neat Gothic 
church at this place could not be consecrated, by reason of the falling of a 
portion of one of its walls, and the want of a legal title to the lot on which 
it stands. We shall now be able to ascertain what can be done in this 
case, as the suit which was to determine its lawful claimant has been very 
lately decided in our Supreme Court. 

In the gathering in of the living stones of the spiritual temple here, the 
number, indeed, was small, but was, we confidently hope, the first fruits 
of a richer harvest. Some, who would have increased the small bands, 
had moved elsewhere ; not to be lost to the Church, but gladly to assume, 
where they reside, the vows of fidelity to her, for the sake of her great 
head and their Saviour, whenever an opportunity offers. 

The Church in Texas cannot be too thankful for the gift of God in the 
person of our Diocesan, who promises well to endear himself greatly to the 
hearts of the clergy and laity, and to do a good, great, and lasting work 
here, for the benefit of immortal souls, and the glory of our blessed Re- 
deemer. His is indeed an arduous undertaking, but, with the sustaining 
and comforting help of his Master and Lord, he will go on prospering and 
to prosper. 


Florida. 
San Augustine—Rev. A. A. Miller. 


Ir is my duty to send a report at this season, though the materials, at 
such a station as this, are necessarily few. Our missionary work here is 
rather peculiar, consisting for the most part in ministering to the stran- 
ger and the sick, who seek our climate for comfort and health. During 
the past six months an unusual number of such have visited us. My own 
health is not strong enough to perform all parish duty, in public services, 
though with gratitude I have rejoiced in the privilege of aiding even in 
these. 

The Vestry invited the Rey. D. G. Estes, of Massachusetts, to spend 
the winter months in our parish, and under his ministry, most acceptable 
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to his people, the public services on Sundays, and all holy days, have been 
faithfully maintained During the season of Lent there was daily service, 
well attended. We thus tried to afford the members of our communion ali 
the privileges which they might haye enjoyed in other cities ; and I trust 
some seed sown will spring up, to bear fruit either here or elsewhere. I 
say elsewhere, because we have visiters from all parts, not only these Uni- 
ted States, but of the world, and we know not where the results of our la- 
bor may be manifested. 

The importance of this station, as a means of diffusing the influence of 
the Church, has been rightly estimated, and is, I think, increasing every 
year. We are no longer an isolated community ; but, with a railroad of 
fifteen miles to the St. John, we shall be brought into communication 
with the north, and made easily accessible to the interior of our own State, 
so that we have every reason to expect an increase in our residents. The 
winter has its attractions for some, and the summer for others ; and per- 
haps there is no place in our country where, through the whole year, can 
be enjoyed so pleasant a climate. 

Our missionary work among strangers has, of course, many discourage- 
ments, but it has peculiar privileges, also. If allowed to minister the 
blessed comforts of the gospel ; to share our common home, the Church of 
Christ, with his suffering members, far removed from their earthly associ- 
ations, without relatives or friends around them ; and at Jast, to cheer their 
fainting spirits with the bright promises of that world where alone a true 
communion of love and friendship exists in the fellowship of Christ, then 
are our hearts lifted up with joy and gratitude to Him who “giveth songs 
in the night,” and watches over his children wheresoever they may wan- 
der. ‘The Church, in all her privileges, is perhaps better appreciated in 
the sick-room, and at the bedside of the dying, than in any other place on 
earth. There the presence of her Lord, and “ the invisible things” which 
He has revealed to her, are realized, while the outward pressure of the 
visible and earthly is removed. : 

We hope that new means of influence will be afforded to reach other 
parts of our State from this point, and that hereafter our reports will ex- 
hibit a larger amount of labor done and results enjoyed, to the glory of Him 
who has called us to the work. 


Wisconsin. 
Plymouth—Rev. A. B. Peabody. 


Six months are now nearly elapsed since my appointment as missionary 
to this point. Exceptan absence of two weeks in April, to bring my family 
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hither, I have, by God’s grace, been able to perform my duties here regu- 
larly and fully. Everything goes on encouragingly ; the little church is 
generally filled at morning service, and a goodly number come to the even- 
ing. The Sunday-school continues prosperous, and is largely attended— 
something over a hundred being now on the teachers’ lists. ‘The number 
of teachers is fourteen. < 

On Sunday, the first after Trinity, our venerable Bishop visited us, and 
confirmed five persons, all of them but one being in adult years, and three 
of them brought in from without. On Whitsunday, two persons were bap- 
tized, one adult and one child. The present number of communicants is 
thirty. 

Two years of very poor crops have embarrassed the people here, and 
among them most of those who are of our communion, and hence an in- 
ability to do what they otherwise would in the common work of the Church. 
A return of fruitful seasons is confidently, and I think I rightly judge, 
prayerfully, looked for, when it is hoped the help so kindly extended to us 
by both the Domestic and the Diocesan Boards of Missions, will meet a 
better return. 


Green Bay—Rev. E. A. Goodnough. 


This mission to our red brethren continues to prosper, by the blessing 
of God, more and more. Many of the Indians are earnestly inquiring after 
the knowledge necessary to the soul's health. The missionary, although 
meeting continually with countless disappointments and discouragements, 
is cheered as often to persevere, even unto the end. 

Truth faithfully preached, with prayer for the enlightenment of the 
“Spirit of Truth,’ must in time overthrow heathenish error, and open the 
eyes blinded with unbelief. Opposition to that which is good must cease 
after awhile, if we can hold out, to bear with patience all the ignorant and 
malicious abuse its enemies can heap upon us. These assertions are being 
proved true, in an eminent degree, at this mission. Some of the Indians 
who opposed the Gospel most strongly, a few years ago, are now the best 
friends of its progress. Satan has failed to overthrow the truth, by means 
of heathen rites and the practice of witchcraft. The desertion of false 
friends has, as ever in all its history, been a benefit to the cause of true 
religion. Evil disposed persons, who have, by slanders and falsehoods, 
tried to injure the usefulness of the mission, are already beginning to show 
their true character, and are fast losing the little influence they gained by 
such wicked means, so that now the prospect of still greater success in the 
future is very bright. May this mission be the means, under God, of prov- 
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ing to the Church that the red men of the land can be redeemed, can be 
brought home to the household of Christ, and be made the children of God 
and heirs of the kingdom of Heaven. 

The suffering on account of the failure of the crops last year, has not 
been as great as was anticipated last fall; there hasbeen, however, some 
want felt by a great many of the Indians. The prudence of a former mis- 
sionary served, at this time of need, to give food to the Indians. At the 
time of the last ‘ treaty” some money was loaned for the benefit of the 
missionary, a thousand dollars of that sum remained, and I proposed to 
the Indians to take it up and buy provisions, to use while putting in their 
spring crops ; this they did, and it was thus a great help to them. Soon 
after this took place, three of the ‘‘ Society of Friends’? came on from Phi- 
ladelphia, with a large quantity of provisions and seed, which they gratui- 
tously distributed among the Indians ; so that now there is plenty once 
more in the tribe. The Indians have thus been able to plant, this year, 
fully as much as heretofore, and there is now every appearance that the 
harvest will be a bountiful one. 

The day-school of the mission has been kept in our new but unpainted 
school-house, by myself, all winter. I have on my list over seventy schol- 
ars, with an ayerage attendance, for one hundred and forty days, of twenty- 
two. This is an improvement on the past. Morning and evening devo- 
tions, taken from the English prayer-book, have been daily offered to the 
God of Hosts, at the opening and closing of school, with the most blessed 
results. The day-school is one of the chief means upon which we must 
rely in teaching the Gospel to the Indians ; and we hope to make this 
means still more efficient at this mission hereafter. 

The Sunday-school, also, has been well attended during the past year. 
with good results. Many of all ages come to this school ; a good number 
canread. Last year Bishop Kemper procured a quantity of Sunday-school 
books for us, from the Church Book Society ; these have all been read by 
some ; and it would be a good work if some friend would give us another 

supply. 
' The missionary has been able, by the Divine blessing, to hold regular 
Sunday services throughout the year. The congregation has always been 
good, the bebayior excellent in the house of God, and the responses and 
singing haye greatly improved. 

The holy communion has been celebrated monthly, in the public wor- 
ship of God, and frequently in private houses, to the sick and dying. These 
occasions have been full of blessings to missionary and people ; and, truly, 
no oceasion can stir the heart of the messenger of the Crucified more pow- 
erfully than that when he kneels beside the bed of a dying Indian, bringing, 
as it were, the consolations of the Friend of sinners from the Mount of 
Olives to the lowly cabin of the red man in the wilds of Wisconsin. 
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The communicants have constantly increased during the past year, and 
the present number in good standing is one hundred and twenty-five. 
“There are at present quite a number on trial, and preparing for the rite of 
confirmation. Hagia 

In all respects the prospects for the future usefulness of the mission is 
very cheering. Time and patience, and earnest prayer for the guidance 
and blessing of the great Shepherd, will certainly bring great things to 
pass in Indian missions as well as in any other. 

I am fully convinced that Indian nature is, after all, nothing but human 
nature in its natural corruption. In every nation, he that feareth God 
and doeth righteousness, is accepted of Him ; and God has made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth ; but we 
cannot expect that a people like the Indians can be changed in a day, or 
even in a generation, from a condition worse than heathen darkness to one 
of perfect civilization and Christianity. The great work requires time, and 
patience, and self-sacrifice to an uncommon degree; but if we sow the 
precious seed, wnd water the tender shoots of piety with care and love, 
having a living faith in the promises of the blessed Redeemer, the harvest 
will be glorious and abundant beyond our expectations. ‘Truly, if we do 
our part, the Lord of the Harvest will not fail to do his. 

I return grateful thanks to all who have aided us to build our nice school- 
house ; and I will merely mention the fact that the mission-house is in need 
of repair very much, I will not urge any to give anything to aid us to re- 
pair it, for there ure other calls for their alms more worthy of a hearing, 
but if any feel disposed to give something for this object, in addition to 
what they have already determined to give to those more worthy objects, 
we shall be glad to receive it, and will apply it so that it will be a lasting 
benefit to the mission here, and a great comfort to the missionary. 


A ‘Appointments. 


In Texas, Rev. J. H. Quimby, to itinerate under direction of 
the Bishop, from ———— 

‘* California, Rev. Chas. C. Pierce, from 

‘* Alabama, ‘* W.M. Bartley to Tuskegee, from Feb. 1st. 
‘* Tndiana, ‘€ C. A. Foster to Mishawauka, from Apl. Ist. 
‘ Tllinois, ‘* W. L. Bostwick to Warsaw, from Jan. 1st. 
‘‘ Minnesota, ‘* Chas.Woodward to Rochester, from Apl. ist. 
$6 ms _ Edw. Livermore to St. Peter, from Apl. 1st. 
ws ‘¢ L. D. Brainard to Chanhassan, ‘ “Apl. 1st. 
“* New-Mexico, “* W.S8. Southgate to Santa Fe, trom July 1st. 


Resignations. 


In Michigan, Marquette, Rev. H. Safford, from April 1st. 
‘“‘ Maine, Eastport, Rev. W. S. Chadwell, from June 18th. 
“Towa, Lyons, Rev. W. H. Beers, from April 1st. 
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CHINA. 


Tue following from Bishop Boone will be read with painful 
interest. At the date of issuing our last number, there was 
ground for hope that satisfactory adjustment would be made 
of threatening difficulties without a resort to arms. Such 
hope, it would seem, can be no longer entertained. 


“Suaneuat, April 17, 1860. 

“My Dear Broruer :—When I wrote you a fortnight since, I was full 
of sanguine hopes that the Emperor of China would accept the ultimatum 
offered by the English and French. These hopes have all been disap- 
pointed, and war, it is supposed, is now inevitable, and it promises to be 
the severest struggle yet had with the Chinese. Its seat will be near the 
capital ; there will be a larger portion of Tartar troops, many of whom 
will have seen service on the Russian border, and there will be hard fight- 
ing ; but, with their arms and discipline, it will be all in vain in the open 
field ; but they may pursue a Fabian policy, and then the July and 
August sun will come to their aid. 

“The people seem to sympathize with their Emperor in this war, and 
think him right. They think the English should rather be called upon to 
apologize to him for attempting to force a passage, with forty vessels-of- 
war, up one of the rivers leading to his capital in time of peace, than he 
for having, through his officers, fired upon the invading vessels. If the 
case;were the ratification of a treaty at Washington, Old Point Comfort 
and forty Wnglish vessels-of-war, we would most likely think as the Chinese 
do, and that an apology was out of the question on our side. 


o 


290 China. 


“Tf the forces at the North should meet with a repulse, there will most 
likely be an effort to clear the seaboard of all foreigners ; but I think they 
will do nothing to molest us here until they see how things go at Pe 
North. 

“ My desire for peace is very great, and to see the country open. We 
have now seventy-four missionaries, male and female, at Shanghai, and 
there will soon be over eighty. Most, however, are new-comers who can- 
not preach. 

“We are pursuing our work without any molestation, and are from 
time to time called upon to baptize those who have received the good seed 
into their hearts.” 


REPORTS OF MISSIONARIES. 


Tue following reports from some of the young Missionaries, 
who sailed with Bishop Boone, in July, 1859, have been re- 
cently received. ‘They present in a very strong light the for- 
midable difficulties in the way of acquiring a thorough knowl- 
edge of the Chinese language. 

Several other reports are on hand, and will appear in our 
next number. a 


sawed 4 


REPORT OF REV. S. I. J. SCOHERESCHEWSKY. 


Smanecuat, April 5th, 1860. 
Rev. anp Dear Sir: 

Ir missionary work be supposed to consist exclusively in either public 
preaching, or enforcing the truths of our holy religion upon individuals in 
private conversation, I cannot as yet, as might be easily supposed, report 
of any missionary work on my part ; but, if missionary work is understood 
to comprehend everything which has a bearing upon the propagation of the 
Gospel among the heathen, I dare say that I have been engaged in mis- 
sionary work already ; for that which has the first and immediate bearing 
upon the propagation of Christian knowledge among the heathen, on the 
part of the missionary, is unquestionably the acquisition of the language 
of the people whom he has come out to instruct. Without this he can do 
nothing, and with the study of the Chinese language I haye been almost 
éxoltcivsly occupied nearly since we left NewYork 

Now, since the Committee requires it of the missionaries that they should 
report to it of their daily proceedings, as missionaries, of course, 7. ¢., that 
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they should report of their missionary work, and since, as intimated be- 
fore, ‘the missionary work in which I have hitherto been engaged consists 
in the study of the Chinese language, I proceed to make a few remarks 
with reference to it. And, first, allow me to observe that the first thing 
which a foreign missionary has earnestly to strive at, is a competent knowl- 
edge of the language of the people to whom he wants to proclaim the Gos- 
pel of the Son of God. When I say a competent knowledge, I mean such 
a knowledge as would enable one to express himself intelligibly and clearly 
in proclaiming the truths of our holy religion. here have, indeed, been 
missionaries who, almost immediately after their arrival, having picked up 
a few broken phrases, commenced, as they supposed, to preach the Gos- 
pel to the heathen, but which preaching most likely consisted in nothing 
more than uttering some sounds wholly unintelligible to the hearers. 
Now, without doubting for a moment that such as have pursued such a 
course have done it out of a sense of duty, it can fairly be asserted that 
preaching the Gospel insuch a manner is exhibiting a zeal without much 
knowledge. The truths of the Gospel have never been designed to be 
uttered in an unintelligible jargon ; they require as much clear and lucid 
language as any other subject calculated to engage the hearts and minds of 
men. ‘There is, indeed, a power in preaching the pure Gospel of Christ 
peculiar to itself, not to be met with in the annunciation of any other sub- 
ject, but nevertheless the preaching must be done in language intelligible 
to all, or else it will prove of no effect, if not productive of mischievous re- 
sults. The Gospel of Christ is to be made honorable in every respect, but 
more especially in the manner of its beiftg preached. Now, to preach 
Christianity at random, and in an incomprehensible gibberish, to such a 
people as the Chinese, who, perhaps, more than any other people, are fas- 
tidious about Janguage, is anything but making it honorable, 

Since the close of the apostolic age, the age of the special manifestation 
of the power of the Lord in the Church, in mighty miracles and diverse 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, it pleased Almighty God to carry on the propaga- 
tion of the life-giving Gospel of Christ in the world, in accordance with 
the general laws which He has established in his universe, and, conse- 
quently, in accordance with the principles and laws of human nature. The 
ordinary working of the Holy Ghost in the hearts of men has never been 
supposed to be a violation of these laws and principles. Now, according 
to these very laws and principles, nothing can be communicated to others 
unless it is done in a language well understood by them. Now, in my 
humble opinion, it will require at least eighteen months’ very hard study 
before one would be enabled to express himself on any topic, not belong- 
ing to the routine of common life, intelligibly and clearly in a foreign 
tongue. This is true with reference to all other languages—some of tne 
easy Hu opean languages, perhaps, excepted—but more especially is this 
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the case_,with regard tothe Chinese language, which is acknowledged by 
all to be a very, very difficult language, if not one of the most difficult lan- 
guages spoken on the globe. In the study of this language one encounters 
with difficulties, peculiar to itself, not to he met with in the study of any 
other language. I say the Chinese language; I should rather say the 
Chinese languages, for really one desiring to become usefully familiar with 
the speech of China, has to study at least two, if not three, almost distinet 
languages. First of all, a missionary has to acquire a knowledge of the 
dialect of the place where he is destined immediately to work. There are 
a great many such local dialects in the empire ; almost every district has 
a dialect or patois peculiar to itself ; these differ very considerably from 
each other, so that a native of one province cam with much difficulty un- 
derstand the dialect of another. Now these local dialects, or colloquials, 
which constitute the oral medium of communicating thought among the 
Chinese, are very difficult to acquire ; first, because they are destitute of 
books, and books will always be the best and surest means of acquiring a 
competent knowledge of any language. Particularly is this the case with 
such as are already advanced in years ; for a knowledge of a language does 
not consist in a mere knowledge of words of a vocabulary, extensive as it 
may be, which can perhaps be acquired without the aid of books, although 
even this not very easily with regard to words that have a bearing upon 
abstract subjects ; but it rather consists in being familiar with its idioms 
and spirit, to which books are the, surest if not the only way. Now, as 
already observed, there are no books written in the colloquials of China. 
In the colloquial of Shanghaiy with which our missionaries have to do, 
there have, indeed, some yersions been made by the missionaries, and I 
haye no doubt they are very good versions, too, but they are, after all, ver- 
sions, and versions are not generally the means by which to get a clear 
apprehension of the spirit of a language. And particularly can this be 
asserted of versions made into the Chinese, keeping in mind the fact of this 
language differing in every respect from all western languages, as widely 
as can possibly be imagined. : 

Another difficulty in acquiring. Chinese consists in the fact of its being 
devoid of what we are accustomed to call grammar. It has no inflections 
of words whatever ; all the relations which are expressed, in western lan- 
guages, by the means of declensions and conjugations, are denoted in the 
Chinese by the means of particles, but chiefly by the position of words, by 
grouping together some words in a certain fixed manner, and no otherwise ; 
or, in other words, the language consists in a certain number of, so to say, 
sterectyped phrases. This is the case with all the dialects of China ; the 
consequence is, that the learner has no rules by which to form a phrase, as 
he may find it necessary, as is the case in the study of other languages, 
but he must learn so many set phrases, and use them in one fixed manner, 
or else he will not be understood. 
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But the greatest difficulty one encounters in learning any of the dialects 
of China, lies in the pronunciation. The pronunciation of some of the 
consonants and vowels is difficult enough, so that some appear at first, at 
least, to be almost unintelligible. But this is not all; the Chinese, as it 
is well known, is very much deficient in distinct words—that is, in differ- 
ent and distinct combinations of sounds constituting words. The most 
copious of the dialects does not possess, perhaps, more than five hundred 
distinct syllables or words—the Chinese being a monosyllabic language, 
representable with the letters of our alphabet. This number is multiplied 
by certain inflections of the voice in the pronunciation, say by three, so 
that the whole aggregate of distinct words—distinct, it must be remember- 
ed, to a very fine ear only—does not amount to more than fifteen hundred ; 
hence, as it may be supposed, the number of homophonous words is truly 
prodigious. 

The inflections, to which allusion has just been made, constitute the fa- 
mous tones of the Chinese language ; they have nothing to do with what 
we call accent. The words being monosyllables, the rules of accent can- 
not, of course, be applied to them; the tones or inflections are something 
like the stress or emphasis laid on certain words in public speaking. 
There are eight such inflections in the Shanghaic colloquial, but not all 
the sounds have this number ; some have half this number, some have only 
three, some two, and some only one. However, each sound must have one 
of these inflections before it can constitute an intelligible word ; it forms 
an integral part of the word. If the tone is missed, the sound will mean 
something else, or nothing at all; for instance, the buzzing sound repre- 
sented by sz, may mean a teacher, water, the number four, time, affairs, 
scholar, ete. We would suppose it to be one and the same word, but hav 
ing so many meanings ; but, since when it means teacher it has one in- 
flection, and when it means water it has another, etc., it actually forms, on 
account of these inflections, so many distinet words. One who desires to 
speak the Chinese intelligibly, must, therefore, pay the strictest attention 
to these inflection tones, which implies a great deal of practice and pa- 
tience. 

Besides the local dialect, a missionary, who is desirous of having his mis- 

sionary work not circumscribed by any obstacle on the part of language, 
is also obliged to study what is called the mandarin dialect, which is the 
colloquial of some provinces, and which is spoken by, all the officials, and 
‘more or less, also, by merchants and literary men all over the empire. Es- 
pecially is the knowledge of this dialect necessary to such missionaries as 
intend to itinerate in the interior ; to which, according to all probabilities, 
a way will before long be opened. 

And last, but not least in importance, and certainly the first in point of 
difficulty, is the literary or book language of China to be mentioned. This 
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language, although to all intents and purposes a dead language, is after all 
the language of China, In it the Chinese write their books, pamphlets, 
and letters ; in short, everything which is done in the way of writing and 
printing, is done in this language. It contains literature which, in point 
of bulk, cannot be surpassed by any other in the world. It contains the 
earliest records of the nation, and encloses all that which this singular 
people has thought for the last four thousand years. A missionary with- 
out a respectable knowledge of the book language of China, will find him- 
self very much circumscribed in his missionary work. He could not rea- 
sdnably expect to have any access to the educated Chinese, who constitute 
a very large proportion of the population. The Chinese literary man, who 
Is perhaps the greatest pedant to be met with, and who dotes very much on 
his classics, would hardly respect a foreign teacher who should not be able 
to talk scholastically, according to his ideas—that is, interspersing the con- 
versation or the sermon with copious quotations from the “ ring” or elas- 
sics. We may call this useless pedantry, but it must not be forgotten that 
the faithful missionary must endeavor to commend the Gospel to all classes 
of men, and he must, as much as he can, remove all obstacles which may 
obstruct his way to any class of individuals. The great apostle to the Gen- 
tiles may serve as a model, also, in this particular. When preaching Jesus 
Christ to his countrymen, he adopted that mode of argumentation which 
was most likely approved by his former teacher, Gamaliel, and all the 
Jearned members of the Sanhedrim ; but when proclaiming the Gospel on 
the Areopagus to the disciples of Plato and Zeno, he did not hesitate to 
quote heathen authors. He was truly to the Jews a Jew, and to the 
Greeks a Greek. 

Besides, the Chinese literary language is the embodiment of the Chinese 
mind ; its literature exhibits the mode of thinking of the “ Celestials ;” 
and one of the things with which a missionary should endeavor to become 
thoroughly familiar, is certainly the mind, the spirit, and the mode of 
thinking of the nation in whose midst the Lord has called him to proclaim 
his Gospel. But without a competent knowledge of a people’s literature 
this could not be done ; and, I venture to say, that without a knowledge of 
the written language of China, a thorough knowledge of any of the dialects, 
even, can hardly be acquired ; for in idiom, and in the general laws of lan- 
guage, the latter differ very little from the former. There are, indeed, 
some who have acquired quite a good knowledge of the spoken language, 
independent of the written one, but these are very few. 

Now, the study of the book language of China is, in my humble opinion, 
the most difficult part of what a missionary to China has to do, in the way 
of linguistic study. First, it has all the difficulties and disadvantages one 
meets with in the study of any other dead language ; but then it has diffi- 
culties peculiar to it alone. The written Chinese language, as it is well 
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known, has no alphabetic writing ; each idea is represented by a different 
sign, each word has its own representative in writing, and hence there are 
as many distinct signs as there are ideas, particles, and proper names in 
the whole range of Chinese literature. These amount, according to the 
adepts in the language, to some fifty or sixty thousand. It is true that 
one fourth, or even fifth, of this number will be quite sufficient to answer 
all practical purposes, but think even of eight or ten thousand different 
characters to be committed to memory! It really looks very formidable. 
However, many have acquired a good knowledge of the Chiuese written 
language, and, so far as I can judge, it can be acquired by persons of ordi- 
nary capacity ; but exiraordinary diligence is something which cannot be 
dispensed with ; great patience and perseverance are most necessary. A 
missionary who has gone out, or wants to go out to China, must fully make 
up his mind to be engaged, the first five years at least, in very laborious 
study. It is very hard work, but it must be done. It is, properly speak- 
ing, the only door by which he can usefully enter upon his field of action, 
I suppose that there are some wrong apprehensions entertained by some 
people at home, with reference to the self-deuying life of a missionary. 
They suppose that it does, or at Icast that it must consist in divers wants 
and privations, and extraordinary mortification of the body. They are 
very much mistaken. A missionary in China can live as comfortably as 
any clergyman at home ; the salary which the Committee allows is quite 
enough to enable one to live comfortably and respectably ; and, indeed, 
there is no reason why a missionary should not be supported by the Church 
in such a manner as would enable him to live comfortably ; on the con- 
trary, privations in a missionary’s life will defeat the object of his going 
out as a missionary. Health is a very precious thing to everybody, but 
more especially to a missionary, and, without being adequately supported, 
he will find it very difficult to preserve his health in an eastern country. 
On the score of the comforts of life, then, I suppose there is no self-denial 
in a missionary’s life, and indeed there ought not to be. But still, a mis- 
sionary’s life is, and must be, a self-denying one. ‘The faithful servant of 
the Lord in every country, but especially in a heathen field, must crucify 
the flesh, must exercise himself in self-abnegation, must regard himself as 
wholly at the disposal of his Lord and Redeemer, so that he should be 
ready even to sacrifice his very life for the glory of his God and Saviour. 
And there is ample occasion to it in a country where the devil seems to 
reign supremely, where he succeeded to his heart’s desire to entrap the 
children of men with his hellish craft and devices., To labor for years 
with all faithfulness, without any apparent fruit, is enough to. dishearten 
the most zealous preacher of the Gospel, and discouragement is one of the 
greatest sources of internal struggles, and internal sufferings are surely 
the worst of sufferings. Such feelings are natural ; they rise up against 
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one’s own will ; they cannot be prevented—as little as the pain consequent 
on one’s striking his foot against a stone. And what, under such circum- 
stances, is the missionary to do? Why, crucify the flesh, suppress all the 
unpleasant feelings arising from apparent want of success, look unto Jesus, 
who left us an example, also, in this particular. He came to his own and 
his own received him not. bod 
And there are other circumstances connected with the life of a mission- 
ary which render it eminently a self-denying one. The study of a very dif- 
ficult language, such as the Chinese, is in itself a great source of vexation 
of spirit ; it requires a great deal of self-denial on the part of the learner— 
without it there can be no prospect of success. But I have already ex- 
ended this letter beyond the due limits, I must therefore conclude with 
assuring you that I am, as ever, 
Truly yours in the Lord. 


REPORT OF REV. DUDLEY D. SMITH. 


, SHanewat, April 3, 1860. 

Dear Sire : Since the arrival of our company, near the close of December, 
last, the study of the Chinese language has been, of course, our chief em- 
ployment. On apportioning us among the brethren already living here, 
Mrs. Smith and myself fell to the care of Mr. and Mrs. Syle. 

You have long ago heard of the sad loss which we and the whole mission 
have suffered in the death of Mrs, Syle, only five days after we entered the 
house. It was a most mournful entrance upon our new work, and the sad 
bereavement of our dear brother cast a dark shadow on our hearts. But 
so it seemed good to our wise and merciful Father, while calling new la- 
borers into the field, he has taken to her rest one who seemed most useful, 
teaching us, very solemnly indeed, our duty “ to work while it is day.” 

Some weeks elapsed before we get all our things from the ship, and were 
settled in our new home. Then we had a few days’ instruction from a 
teacher, but the Chinese New-Year, their only universal holiday, coming 
on, we were again without help. Ten days later our present teacher was 
engaged, and after a few polite bows he began with us. From that time 
(the first of February) until now, we have regularly spent a good portion 
of the day with him, hammering away at this great language. We feel 
that we are making progress, though it is but slowly. Very lately I began 
to find our teacher’s meaning becoming more easily understood. He, with 
customary politeness, tells me I will “soon learn.’’ 

Of course I can make no guess as to the time when I shall be able to 
preach publicly to the Chinese, but trust that before two years are passed 
to be fully in the field. 
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Our friends at home constantly write to us, sympathizing with (as they 
Suppose) our disappointment, in that the rupture between China and Eng- 
land has virtually closed the country against our going further inland; but 
they forget that we are not ready to go into the interior, and even if it 
were open, could do nothing better now than stay here and acquire the 
language. ’ By the time our tongues are loosed we trust the way will be 
clear. Thus, the troubles of the country do not yet affect our usefulness. 
But, indeed, speaking of troubles, we are in the midst of “wars and rumors 
of wars.” At this very time there is much excitement here. The city of 
‘Hang Chow,” nota hundred miles away, has been captured by the rebels, 
and retaken by the Imperialists. 

The people of Shanghai were fearful lest they should also become the 
victims of the rebel army. Frightened and perplexed by the various re- 
ports which floated everywhere, many of them moved out of the city. 
They were hardly reassured when the English and French ministers here 
agreed to protect the city, with their soldiers, against any attack. But 
amid all this fearful state of panic, it was most pleasing to learn that our 
little band of native Christians were not affrighted. “God,” they said, 
“ would take care of them.” 

The troops from Europe are daily expected, and then we will know, per- 
haps, something of the result of things. A report has reached us, during 
the past week, that the Chinese Emperor is again willing to treat with her 
Majesty’s government. 

I have Santi) times been into the Chitose city. The grotesque appear- 
ance of everything impressed me strongly. Several times two or three of 
our number would go in on an exploring expedition, and come back with 
our minds and hearts full of strange thoughts. 

{ have seen several of the temples, with their huge, gaudily-painted gods 
stark and stiff in their cold, cheerless abodes. The keepers of these tem~ 
ples were polite, and showed us all that was to be seen. One old Bonze, 
knowing us to be missionaries, gravely informed us that our Saviour was 
the manifestation under which Buddha appeared to the Western world. 
How painfully does everything of heathenism fall upon a Christian heart. 

T have also been much impressed with the swarms of people which we meet 
everywhere ; the land teems with human beings. The people seem to be 
very industrious ; indeed, otherwise I see not how they could exist. Every 
foot of ground is tilled, and every species of occupation seems crowded with 
its peculiar workmen. 

A feeling of deep and continual pity for these poor heathen people is 
the ruling one of my heart, when looking at or thinking of them. They 
are so poor, and cold, and badly fed, and then are so deeply sunk in their 
superstitions, that it cannot be strange that they are miserable. Their 
condition, physically, is bad enough, but compares not at all with that of 
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their spiritual nature. The beggars (of which there are many) are the 
most abject human beings I ever saw. Passing through a narrow alley, 
one day, I suddenly came upon the body of one. dead. Cold and hunger 
had done their work! A cloth was thrown over his face, and he lay in 
the path until the proper person came to remove him. It was a painful 
sight, and I was glad when I could get away. 

I am glad to say that we are now in very excellent health. The fine 
spring weather is sweet and pleasant. 


April 5th, 1860.—Since I wrote the foregoing I have again been into the 
city. Yesterday was the beginning of what the Chinese call “ Tsing Ming” 
—a season devoted to the worship of their deceased parents and ancestors. 
I saw a great procession, composed of motley-dressed individuals, gathered 
for the occasion, bearing gongs, which they frequently struck ; banuers, 
gaudy umbrellas, and in the rear, bringing up the procession, an immense 
sedan, in which was carried the tutelary deity of this place, a huge, glossy, 
scarlet-colored idol. This object of worship was paraded through a great 
portion of tke city, the whole affair conducted with the usual Chinese ab- 
sence of formality and dignity, and again brought back to the temple where 
he is kept. 

I happened to be near the temple when he arrived, and saw the cere- 
mony of re-installation. His face was turned toward the crowd ; the at- 
tendants then presented themselves, and made what I suppose were their 
reports, retiring for others to do the same, and then they all bowed them- 
selves on the knee, and three times inclined the head. It was acold, heart - 
less ceremony ; much incense was burned. It was saddening to see such a 
performance, and old and young bowing down before a block of wood. 

The ceremonies were hardly over when (very pleasing to see) one of the 
older missionaries mounted on a little elevation, and preached to the idle 
crowd something which was far better than anything they had heard or 
seen that day. I felt that much was in store for me when J shall be able 
to do as he did. 

Trusting to hear that the Committee are going to send out more men to 
take part in this great harvest, “af 


I remain, yours sincerely. 


* 11] PORT OF REV. ELLIOT;H. THOMSON. 


Suancuat, Outna, Dec. 20, 1859. 
“ We sailed up the Yang-tse-kiang. The pleasure of our arriving safely at 
“the haven where we would be” was somewhat impaired by the news that 
the interior of China was again closed against the missionary. 
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Still we were in China, where we could work and prepare ourselves to 
be ready whenever the gates were thrown open for us to enter ; an event 
which we trust will, ere long, be realized. But be it as it is, there is work 
enough, right at hand, far more than we, and many more, could do ; in the 
city of Shanghai, and the neighboring towns and villages, with all their, 
not thousands, but their hundreds of thousands, of souls. 

The first Chinamen we saw was the crew of the pilot-boat, a rough, 
ragged-looking set of fellows, that seemed to come up before us with the 
question, “ Are you ready for the work that such as we will present to 
you?” The appearance of the country, although it was nearly mid-winter, 
was far more pleasing than I had anticipated. It was one dead level for 
miles and miles, yet the-numerous clusters of houses, all surrounded by 
groves of trees, and the many curiously-shaped mounds that are seen in all 
directions, relieve the monotony very much. 

22d.—We went ashore, and were most heartily and kindly welcomed by 
all of the missionaries, those of the other missions, as well as our own, 
congratulating us most sincerely on our arrival at the field of our future 
labors. ; 

The foreign settlement here is quite a large town, and one of the first 
things I did was to walk over, under Mr. Keith’s guidance, to take a look 
at it. Many of the residences of the merchants are very large, and quite 
handsome. Nearly all have that seclusiveness of appearance about them 
that seem so common through all the Hast. The houses are generally sur- 
rounded by high walls, the tops of which are often armed with sharp iron 
spikes, to impede the ingress of intruders. 

25th.—To-day was Christmas day, and our first Sunday in China, It 
was a pleasant coincidence that the first day we should join in worship 
with our Chinese brethren, should be on the day which we keep in com- 
memoration of our Saviour’s birth. So that we joined with them in com- 
memoration of his birth, and also in that feast which he has appointed to 
us as a memorial of his death. And I doubt not that many an earnest 
prayer ascended to the throne of grace from our hearts for each other. 

In the afternoon I walked with Mr. Keith into the city, where he was 
to preach ; the walk to the church in the city, required us to pass along 
some of the greatest thoroughfares. The appearance of everything, in a 
large heathen city, on our own Sabbath day, is, to our Christian feeling 
(there is scarcely a better word than to say) bewildering ; here is all the 
haste and buzz of trade, the showing of goods, the bargaining and buying, 
there seems to creep over you a feeling that something was wrong. First 
you are apt to feel it is not Sunday, then you remember, but these are 
heathen people, they know nothing of ,God, their maker, and nothing of 
his holy law ; they have no rest day wherein to worship him. There is 
no holy meeting in time, there is not rest of peace in eternity. 
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What a thought for a Christian heart! Is there any responsibility 
resting on me as to this matter ? Let each one ask himself. 

When we arrived at the church, the doors and outer gate were thrown 
open, and the people walked in. Mr. Keith read some passages of Scrip- 
ture, and then spoke to them for some time ; some sat and listened, some 
would look on for a while, and then walk out. On some occasions 
they ask questions as to anything that may be said, and how they can get 
further information. Thus, the good seed is sown in faith, knowing not 
which may prosper. The word to the sower is, “ Withhold not thy 
hand.” 

It was interesting to me, as a lesson, to know and see how the people 
conducted themselves ; for mere strangers and heathens, unaccustomed to 
our ways, it was surprising to see how orderly they were. / 

Jan.—To-day I was present at the examination of the boys in the 
boarding-school; it was a most interesting one. 

The boarding-schools at present are unquestionably the most promising 
work of our mission, and I trust that they will continue to be fully sustained. 
I would like to say more of the manner in which the boys acquitted them- 
selves, but I hope, ere this you have had full mention of the present con- 
dition and prospects of the school. It would have been truly gratifying to 
any one to have been present. 

16¢4.—It was not until to-day that I can say I began to be really settled, 
for on our arrival the spare room of the mission buildings was pressed to 
its uttermost capacity to receive our large party. It was not until after 
this date that I was again enabled to set to work at the language. I say, 
again, meaning, since studying under the Bishop on shipboard ; we find 
what we did then, a great help, and I only regret that I did not accomplish 
more. 

Previous to this time we have been in a rather unsettled state as to our 
location, if I may so speak, and consequently could not have our teachers 
with us. 

But we hope now to get to work on the difficulties of the language. As 
to what they are, of course, I at present can say but little, nor need more 
be said, than has already been written on the subject. 

It would seem, though of course the difficulties are greater to some than 
others, yet, with patience and perseverance, there are but few who cannot 
attain a sufficient fluency in speaking to teach, by the help of the books 
already printed, the great truths of our holy faith, one God, the Creator ; 
man, a sinner ; Christ, the Saviour. Still, that the language is a very easy 
thing I would have no one to suppose ; that it is an insurmountable diffi- 
culty, is not the case. 

23d,—To-day I was present at the two confirmations held by the Bishop. 
There were thirty-three confirmed, and we, who had just arrived, had set 
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before us, as it were, a reason for strong hope, and also an example of what 
had been done, that we should go and do likewise, and I sincerely trust 
that many of us shall yet see hundreds where now there are tens; but we 
know that the increase is not for us to give, but ours it is to do, and would 
that the prayers of our brethren at home were ever going up, that we may 
have grace and strength to do our duty faithfully to our Master and his 
church, 

The 28d of our month, being the eve of the Ist day of the Chinese new 
year, and one of the great holidays, another missionary and myself went 
into the city about midnight, to see it on such an occasion. 

The stores were all open, and many of them quite brilliantly illuminated. 
We passed through various streets, and although it was their great festal 
season, yet all was orderly and quiet ; there was none of the boisterous 
scenes that are witnessed in many of our cities on any holiday occasion. 

This was also the special night for idolatrous worship, as it is on this 
night the mandarins go from temple to temple to pay what might be called 
their respects to the various idols. We went into several of the temples. 
There were the horrid-looking idols, arrayed in all manner of the most 
brilliantly colored robes, and around them were the candles and incense 
burning, causing the place to be filled with a suffocating odor, the clouds 
of smoke, the appearance of the idols and all, gave the place the most 
hideous and ghastly air ; it seemed not only truly where Satan reigned, 
but where he dwelt. It is truly a sickening sight to see the poor souls 
that are thus just held captive by Satan at his will. 

24th.—This being the Chinese new year’s day, our teachers and all clas se 
of employés have holiday for a week or eight days. I have employed my- 
self in writing out the morning service in the Romanized Chinese, which 
I was enabled to do by the kindness of Mr. Syle ; this gives us the sound 
of the Chtnese characters in the Shanghai vernacular. 

Feb. 1st.—We cannot well forget that we are in a heathen land even when 
in our room, shut out from the sight at least ; for, even at our prayers, we 
can hear the sound of the gong in some heathen ceremony. 

Yet, even now, the sound of the Christian church bell has begun to be 
heard in this heathen land. And it should be a cause of no little thank- 
fulness to those who have the missionary cause at heart, to feel that they 
have been, in some measure, instrumental in placing in the midst ofa 
heathen city a building where daily a Christian church bell is heard calling 
the passer-by to come and learn of the true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
he has sent. ‘Ho, every one that thirsteth.” 

Let us pray that day may come, when, even the gong, that is now 
sounded in idolatrous worship may be sounded to call together the wor- 
shippers of the true God. 

16th.—To-day I began a little (it could scarcely be called teaching) of the 
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missionary work, strictly so-called, though, of course, the study of the 
language is such in fact. One of the older missionaries gave me the hear- 
ing of the catechisms in one of the day schools, and also hearing the 
scholars read in St. Matthew, and questioning them on it; as far as my very 
limited vocabulary would go, a part of my duty also was to lead the school 
in the morning prayers. It was a pleasure to me to do even this small 
amount of work, but it seemed a beginning. And the opportunity thus 
afforded, will, no doubt, be of great benefit to me. 

2lst.—I began a Bible class with Chinese boys in English ; they are 
boys belonging to the boarding-school. At present they recite from the 
Acts. 

March.—I have been most of the month busy from day to day with my 
teacher. The season has been very wet, preventing much out-of-doors 
observation. ‘Toward the last of the month, not feeling so well, I took 
my teacher out with me to walk, and to talk Chinese with me, and to help 
me out in puzziing over the shop signs. 

I did not get as much conversation and information from him as I 
wanted. He seemed a little embarrassed to be seen walking with a foreigner, 
and I half suspected he also thought there was not much Chinese to be got 
out of me, when we began on a new set of subjects. On the 31st I took 
him up the river with me in a boat, this seemed rather an improvement, 
and we got on rather better. He told me of a large town a little farther 
up the river, which I hope in time to visit. 

The above I send as just a few things that I jotted down as the time 
Passed along. 

I remain, respectfully and sincerely yours, 


: AFRICA. 


JOURNAL OF REV. H. H. MESSENGER. 


Feb. 14, 1860.—After necessary arrangements, started on a journey up 
the Cavalla river. Had but five persons to go with me; three of these 
Christians, and two not. ‘Took, also, three of the large boys froni the 
school to assist in getting boxos, &c., to Dima Lu, the place where we 
take the river, about four miles from Cavalla station. ' 

On reaching this place, found that the canoe I had engaged some one 
had taken away. Was put to it then to get another suitable. At length 
got a very large heavy one to go until we could find a better. Took the 
school-hoys to bring it back. So started. Hada good sail, but it proved 


of little account as the wind either blew not at all, or else the wrong 
way. 
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Soon reached _Hening {station, and called a few minutes to see the 
teacher, Hutching. Could get no canoe there, and so pulled to Gitetabo, 
where we stayed over night. Several who have been trained in the mis- 
sion live here, on the opposite side of the river. Judged it best to go to 
the head man to get a house for myself, so as to have plenty of room. He 
received us most kindly, and seemed desirous of serving me in all things 
himself. He had fowls killed and rice cooked in abundance, night and 
morning, for us. I slept pretty well ina swinging-bed (or hammock) I 
had with me. Harly in the morning had him assemble his people, and there 
I preached to about forty persons. Held some religious exercise on the 
evening before with my company and the Christians on the opposite 
bank. 

Got off about 9 a. m., taking all the boys, as I could get no suitable 
canoe there. Was greatly surprised to find no wind, inasmuch as we have 
so much on the beach, but there was but little current, and the boys pulled 
along finely. About 2r.m,a small-looking cloud came up and rained 
powerfully. We soon got to a town, but not without a thorough drench- 
ing—umbrella being of little use in so hard a shower. In a small hut, 
amid children and smoke, I managed to get a little dried off. There were 
no men in this town—all cutting farm. I had not been there long when a 
woman came and took my hand to pull me after her, at the same time 
beckoning to her mouth to show me she had prepared me something to 
eat. I partook of some boiled squash, which I thought very good, but ate 
little of her rice. My company soon finished all up, however, and a great 
pot of cassadas besides, which we had bought in the morning and cooked 
there. I sent the woman a little present when I went to the canoe. 

I was desirous to get to Tebo station, where I had sent some men to 
saw timber, and so pushed on without stopping. Was compelled to come 
to a stand, however, by a fever and severe head-ache. Reached a trader’s 
house at Nyinemo. Hc is a Christian and has a pretty large house. I 
went at once to bed, hardly knowing where I was, and having my adopted 
boy, Harry, put cool wet cloths on my forehead, I soon fell into a sound 
sleep and did not awake till perhaps 10 o’clock, when I heard some one 
praying in English, which seemed a very pleasant thing to me away there 
among heathens. The man of the house was having prayers with my 
company. My fever was gone, and I felt pretty well. 

Feb. 16.—After breakfast went into the town. They were making a 
town greegree, so I had a pretty large congregation. I spoke to them of 
my errand to this country. I then talked to them of the greatness of God 
His power, wisdom, omnipresence, especially goodness in that when man 
had sinned, and gone far from Him, He sent His Son to redeem him. I 
told them that I knew it was natural for all men to trust in something, 
inasmuch as eyery one felt his weakness ; that when men learned about 
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Cod, they generally trusted in Him; but if they did not know Him as 
being able and willing to help man, they would certainly have something 
else to trust in; that they had not heard much about God, and so they 
trusted in greegrees ; but that now I told them God’s word, and He would 
hear every earnest prayer they would make, and if He did not answer it 
in the particular way they wished, it was because He, in His great wis- 
dom, saw best to answer it otherwise. I then urged them to have noth- 
ing more to do with greegrees. During my talk there were frequent ex- 
passions from some, especially the king, of “ hauhte, hauhte,” “ true, 
true.”’ I then left them, but I suppose they went on with their fooleries 
all the same, for ‘‘ country fashion” to them is more oo all the reason- 
ing that can be brought to bear upon them. 

We got a late start there, and paid for it afterward, for before we got to 
our catechist, Kinckle’s, a far heavier rain overtook us than that on the 
day before. We were near a town, to which some of us hastened, and be- 
fore I knew it, a part of the boys had taken canoe and all off two or 
three miles to Kinckle’s, to send back after the rain was over and get me. 
The people iu this town received us kindly, but manifested a great desire 
to examine me to see really whether I was flesh and blood or not. So the 
whole town busied themselves feeling and smoothing my hair, feeling my 
hands, examining the texture of my skin, all the time expressing great 
astonishment ; then every one must take a turn trying to mumble 
out my name, which was Messaga and Messajo, and anything but the 
proper pronunciation. I told them what I came to their country for. 
They begged me then to tell them about God and Christ. I talked to them 
a long time, as it still keptraining. I also talked to them of other things, 
all of which greatly astonished them, especially as I had been able on the 
way to shoot a large monkey out of a tall tree. I showed them my shot 
and asked them if they knew anything about such a metal around them. 
They said they did not, and were greatly puzzled when I melted some 
and poured out before them. Meanwhile a meal was prepared and I must 
eat. Also a live fowl was brought and presented me. 

Before I left, they wished to know why I could not come and live with 
them. I told them I had to go further up the river where a house was 
already built. They begged me to stay with them. I told them they 
must beg God, and I would write to my country to tell their wish, and I 
hoped some other one would come to tell them God’s word. 0, in my 
soul, I wish it! what a field of labor! Poor people! like little children, 
ready to look up to one as to a father, for teaching and direction. O my 
brethren, is it a time for you to sit down in your ease and enjoymenf when 
Jesus bids you give the gospel to every creature, and here is a great host 
of people who trust in all sorts of abominations, because they know not in 
what to put their trust ? 
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When at last I got to Kinckle’s, I found myself not yet dry, and my clothes 
in the box completely soaked. Feared very much I should have fever 
again, but felt quite well all evening. 

Feb. 17.--Slept pretty well, and arose much refreshed. It seemed so 
damp and cloudy that we did not start till eleven o’clock. Desiring much 
to get the large mission canoe which the Kabo people, opposite Webo, had 
taken from some employer to bring rice, I had the boys hasten there. We 
had some tugging and pulling to get over a part of the falls (only a place 
where the water runs very swiftly among rocks, but nothing to the larger 
cascade further up.) 

We came up to one of the Kabo towns (a very small one) at the foot of 
Mount Panh, on the east side, and all walked up the bank. There was the 
fine canoe pulled away up close to the town. Iwalked up to the town gate 
and thought it very strange to find it shut. I rapped, expecting entrance. 
It was asked, “ who was there?” and answered by one of my men, “a 
foreigner.’’ At the same time some one looked through the crevice and 
saw several Grebos with me. They then shouted out, “No Grebo must 
enter their town.’’ I tried to get some conversation, but in vain; men, 
women, and children, seemed to unite in making the most noise possible. 
They rattled their war-rattlers (a piece of iron so made as to have around 
loose piece inside, on the principle of a sleigh-bell), and although all 
their men were within, yet they beat their palayer drum, as though they 
would call ten thousand to their aid. We tried to get them to understand 
that we would go and not disturb them, but I suppose they could not hear. 
Wewent down and got in the canoe, and had gone a few rods when they 
rushed upon us, like madmen raving, demanding us to come back, and say- 
ing they would fire on us if we did not at once. ‘They all held their guns 
cocked, about twenty-five or thirty of them. It seemed that they were 
bent on our destruction, and for a moment I felt the war-spirit rise within 
me, and I thought to descend from spiritual to carnal weapons. I had in 
my hand a double-barrelled gun loaded well with buck-shot, and feeling 
not the least agitated, I should have taken deliberate aim, and, perhaps, 
with one or two falling, the rest would have run. But a better spirit pre- 
vailed, and I determined to trust all to God, feeling, too, most perfect as- 
surance that we should not be hurt ; sol urged my boys to go back, which 
they did. As we walked up the bank the savages surrounded us with any- 
thing but a pleasant appearance. They now brandished their cutlasses 
and each seemed to vie with the others in making the loudest and hardest 
threats. Some said, “ Kill all and take their things.’’ Others said, “ Kill 
all but the Koba.’’ Others again, “IKill the two who were not members of 
the mission.’ I held out my hand to the chief man (king as they term it) 
but he shook his head and intimated that he could not shake hands yet. 
So the fury went on, every one shouting and yelling. I beckoned with 
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both hands for them to be still, and, finding I could do nothing, I took a 
seat in their midst, having perfect coolness and command of myself, for I 
knew that God was looking on. O ye that scoff at the idea of a humble 
trust in God, how would you feel in the midst of enraged savages and can- , 
nibals, with no ,trust in Him who can rule even the hearts of wicked 
men! 5 

Presently I saw some beckoning to me to keep quiet, and they would 
have it allright soon. So there was a striving among themselves. After, 
perhaps, half an hour, I was able to begin to speak so as to be heard. il 
told the king I was a stranger in the country, and had come to see him and 
his people, and that I was very much ashamed of the way he had received 
me. He said it was not for my sake they had acted.so, but I had brought 
Grebo men, whom they hated. I should have brought Baboes. I told him 
I did not know that, and at any rate how couldI bring men that could not 
understand me, and as I could not speak his language, how would I com- 
municate with him, the thing was impossible, And when he could not 
answer, I asked him about the canoe, and as a man who pretended to do 
what is right, he would give it to me without further trouble. He said 
they had taken it from their enemies and could not let it gu. IT told him 
how wrong it was to treat me so, and that he could not expect me to be 
friendly and visit him if he acted so. He said when their difficulties were 
settled I could have it. So we came away without any loss or even a hair 
of our head singed. God can deliver out of the paw of the lion, and the paw 
of the bear, and out of the hand of the uncircumcised Philistine. 

We then went across to Vinh, where having left paddles, &c., we walked 
to Bohlen station, on the road (path) to Nitie Lu. Here were my eyes 
and heart refreshed by seeing a small, little frame house, standing on an 
elevated place, fronting southward, in full view of Mount Gero, whose top 
frequently retards the clouds. Beautiful place! I admire the choice of 
the Bishop. The view all around is a continued feast to the eyes. The 
mountains and hills, the valleys and streams, the Cavalla river winding its 
course among the hills, coming from the northeast and passing between 
Mounts Panh and Gero. Towns nestled in on the sides and summits of 
hills, Nitie Lu, perhaps, passing all in height. Delightful! May the 
Lord take rightful possession ! ; 

With regard to health, 1 have no doubt it will meet our expectations, 
for if any one place in Liberia is healthy this surely will be that. The 
air is as sweet and pleasant as any J ever enjoyed, and, without takingany 
medicine, I continued to get fresher and stronger till I came away. I could 
have wished to remain longer. 

The only difficulty is the bad road from the river. But this I hope in 
time to remedy to a great extent, by cutting one the most advantageous, 
and by means of native help and oxen, improve it so much that I shall 
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not feel the inconvenience which now seems so great. And I hope horses 
will live well here, so that things may be easily transported over this short 

* distance. How trivial this will seem in America, where to say the word is 
~ having the thing done ; but let one come here, and after hard rowing for 
three days, land his goods on the side of the river, and then set about hir- 
ing natives to carry them up and down steep hills, over a narrow, winding 
path, with not a wish or a care in them about them as to whether they 
were delivered whole or smashed in a hundred pieces, and then the diffi- 
culty would be realized, especially if the things were his own, and in case 

of loss six months must elapse before they could be replaced. 

It was very damp in the evening, as it had been raining, and I slept at 
Browhell’s, but was greatly disturbed by rats,so that I hardly slept 
at all. 

Feb. 18.—F¥ound our catechist with a fine little school of seven scholars, 
who seem to be doing well, both in manners and books. Had prayers, and 
after breakfast went to take a more careful survey of the new house and 
surroundings. Found it complete as to its outward appearance—dcors 
and window-shutters, with locks and bolts (very essential things in this 
country) both floors Jaid and part of a partition up-stairs. The stair-way 
ig very awkward, being only temporary, till an addition is made to the 
house. The partition is also designed to make a very small room for the 
accommodation of the Bishop, or the Doctor, when they make a visit, 
After observing the rich-looking soil, the location of the garden and fruit 
orchard, the inconvenience of water without a well or cistern (but the 
superior water when obtained) I went to visit the town of future labor, 
Nitie Lu. This is west of the house, perhaps three fourths of a mile. A 
considerable part of the distance, and that nearest the town, is very steep 
and rocky. Iwas tired out in getting to the top of the mount on which 
it is built. 

All the town must follow me around, and as I went from house to house 
the crowd increased. I wondered why there was so much attraction in 
me, but when I reflected that if in America we had never seen a black 
man with woolly head, and all the remarkable difference in the species, we 
would think it the strangest thing in nature to see one. So it is a strange 
sight to them to see a white man. 

Many hawks were flying about close over the houses, often darting down 
and taking a small chicken from somebody who had none to spare. I had 
a shot gun in my hand and held up and shot one, which astonished them 
beyond measure as being another new thing under the sun. They im- 
mediately began to prepare to make a meal of him, and wished I would 
shoot more. 

After making a pretty long visit, and having many a friendly talk (as 
all were so glad I was coming to live with them), I returned to the sweet 
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little house, the only appearance of civilization in all that region, and 
greatly enjoyed the evening to myself. A number came along betwéen 
sundown and dark, and had a considerable talk with me, one young man 
requesting earnestly that he might come to my school. He said he had 
no wife and nothing he knew of to hinder his learning book, and that if I 
would teach him English, he would teach me Webo. I told him when I 
came I would do all I could for him and his people, and I hoped he would 
be one who would learn a good deal, and become a very good man. He 
expressed great anxiety that-I should hasten matters, and I told him how 
glad I would be to come at once, but that the Bishop had left me at his 
house and J must take care of it till he came from America. 

T do Jong for the sweet, pleasant air of the mountains. The coast is so 
uncomfortable a great part of the year. The salt winds are murderous to 
the white man—the rainy season too, In the interior there are no salt 
winds to strip off the leaves as a severe frost, neither is the rainy season 
so marked and continuous, nor yet the dryseason without its constant re- 
freshing showers. At this time it rains almost every day a shower of 
from five minutes to an hour, whereas the coast is parching up, not having 
one shower a month, sometimes not one in two months. 

Here it is all a foreign missionary can do to live on his salary, for a part 
of the year his garden will produce nothing, but there there is not a day 
in the year that a person may not plant all kinds of vegetables with the 
confident hope of receiving abundant increase. If it was not for the great 
trouble and expense of getting things up the river, one could much easier 
live there for one hundred dollars less, judging from appearances. 

Feb. 19.—(Sunday). Went in the morning to preach at Nitie Lu. 
There were, perhaps, two hundred to hear me, but many were at work off 
in the woods. I took that most accommodating text, i. e., the command 
of the Saviour to His apostles, to’go teach all nations. I told them how I felt 
the command reaching to me, and I had come to teach them. How this 
was my business among them, and if I came often speaking to them they 
must remember this was my errand. That I hoped to have a school to 
teach their children, and they must try to see what a great thing this was 
and not expect to be paid for my doing them good in this way. I would 
try to tell them well what they must trust in, and then they must never be 
offended if I should be earnest in pressing this on them to the utter dis- 
regard of greegrees. 

They seemed perfectly satisfied to have me come among them for this 
purpose ; but supposing no one trusted in, nor bought greegrees, what 
would the Deyabo do who made their living by making greegrees. I 
thought well to deal plainly, and so I told them I was anxious that the 
doctors should get on and live, and do God’s word, and I would try to have 
them do so; but if they wished to cheat them out of their money, and 
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give them back nothing but those foolish things, that could not see, nor 
hear, nor walk, and instead of taking care of others, could not even take 
care of themselves ; that they ought either to go to work and get an honest 
living, as others, or else starve ; that their greegrees were utterly worth- 
less. I could show them by their bringing their most powerful greegrees 
they had, and I would burn them before their eyes, and however much 
they might burn and stink, not one could raise a hand to defend itself—all 
would go to ashes. They seemed to feel the truth of this, and said it was 
too bad that they had to pay a piece of cloth, or a gun, or sheep, goats, 
bullocks, and the like, for those things. 

I found the king rather indifferent, but two men of considerable im- 
portance, very well disposed. One of them, named Kanama, had a fine 
dinner (in African fashion) prepared, and desired me to eat, but I thanked 
him, and told him my party might eat, and I would go to my house and 
eat something my good wife had sent with me. 

In the afternoon we had Sunday-school at the house built for the school. 
The Webo boys not only read Grebo, and understand it, but also trans- 
late into their own language. Iam greatly pleascd with them, so far as I 
have seen. One named John Bohlen, a Christian boy, of, perhaps, four- 
teen, seems to be a most amiable, as well as trusty, boy. AJl of them 
seem to vie with each other to see how attentive they could be to all my 
wants. 

About half-past four o’ clock had the Christians come to the new house 
and then administered the holy communion to nine persons. Mrs. Brow- 
nell had not communed for more than a year. Holy, happy time! The 
mission house thus sanctified by the most blissful exercises of our holy re- 
ligion. 

During my stay there (alone at night) God enabled me to pour out my 
heart before Him that the station might be a great blessing to those hea- 
. thens around. 

Feb. 20.—Having sent word before me, I went three miles northwest 
to Tidieke, nearly the size of Nitie Lu. I had to climb hills, and ride on 
a man’s back across good sized streams of very clear, swiftly running wa- 
ter, and wind about among thick bushes where the pathled. At length I 
reached the place. A number of persons were sitting outside the town 
waiting my arrival. I only shook hands and said a few words to the head 
man, when he preceded me through the town at a slow gate, every few 
steps crying out, “the foreigner has come.’’ Men, women, and children 
joined the company, and the head man had as many visitors about his 
house as he wished. After all had assembled I preached Jesus-to them, 
Brownell being my interpreter. One most horrible looking man was pointed 
out to me as one above all others who delighted to cat human flesh. I 
was glad he did not offer his hand, for I could not bear to touch him. His 


310 Miscellaneous. 


skin seemed to be thick and scrofulous, and with the inhuman expression 
of his eyes, he was the most revolting mortal I ever beheld. I could not 
help thinking how unspeakably efficacious is the grace of God which can 
make such beings humble and devoted Christians. What an entire and 
radical change must be effected when every principle of the human mind 
receives a wholly different direction ! Z 
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MONTHLY MISSIONARY MERTINGS. 


Epitor oF Spirit or Missions : 

Dear Sir :—The remarks in regard to missionary meetings, of your cor- 
respondent from King George county, Virginia, in the July number of 
‘« Spirit of Missions,” deserve the thoughtful consideration of every parish 
minister. . 

Such consideration cannot fail, I think, to result in the establishm ent 
in many parishes of regular monthly missionary meetings. 

The efficacy of such meetings will depend very much upon the manner 
in which they are conducted. It is of the first importance to make them 
interesting to the people, and thus induce a full attendance at the meet- 
ings. But the congregation is not merely to be entertained ; the sympa- 
thies of the people must be excited, so that they will enter into the work 
heartily, giving their prayers, their efforts, and their money, freely to the 
cause. 

I will give a brief outline of the plan pursued, with excellent effect, in a 
missionary meeting held on the first Sunday evening of every month, in 
the town where I reside. 

A number of lay members of the church are appointed to collect infor- 
mation in regard to missionary operations throughout the world—a sep- 
arate mission or subject being assigned to each one. 

The pastor presides at the meeting, which is opened by singing a hymn, 
prayer is offered, then the pastor gives some interesting facts in regard to 
missions, or makes some suitable remarks, occupying, perhaps, five min- 
utes. He then calls for reports of missionary intelligence, naming the 
mission which is in order, when the layman, whose duty it is to procure 
information in regard to that mission, gives such intelligence as he has 
been able to obtain, states the wants of the mission, what progress has 
been made, speaks of the customs of the people, or narrates some incident 
of missionary or heathen life. 


Acknowledgments. 311 


The pastor generally makes some comment on what has been said, then 
calls for the next report in order. 

Several reports are given in the course of the evening, so that in one 
meeting a variety of intelligence is given, selected by a number of different 
minds, and presented in as many different ways—the pastor superintend- 
ing, directing, applying all, and infusing an interest into the dryest statis- 
tis even. ‘ 

One tells of Missions in Africa, another in China, another in Polynesia, 
India, Armenia, among the Mohammedans, the Jews ; one tells of the state 
of religion in Europe, another what is doing among seamen, and so on. 
All are kept alive and interested in the whole missionary field. “The 
field is the world.” 

These meetings are always crowded ; all are on the alert to hear the 
various reports ; and the interest in the missionary work and contribu- 
tions to the missionary cause have been greatly increased thereby. 

Your correspondent, “H. R. S.’’ truly says, “‘ The people generally are 
not fully informed in regard to the missionary work.’ The above plan is 


an excellent mode of informing them. B. 
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